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CLAIMS / 

A method of determining a ratee reputation of a first entity, comprising 
s of: / 

(A) receiving a first rating of the first entity by a second entity; 

(B) accessing one or more rater reputations, a first rater reputation of 
the one or more rater reputations being a first rater reputaftion of the second entity 
as a qualitative rater of other entities; and / 

(C) generating a ratee reputation of the ficst entity, comprising 

(1) combining the one or more ratetfreputations and the first 
rating. / 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising an act of:- 

(D) accessing one or more secorfd ratings provided for the first entity, 
each second rating provided by an associated entity, 

wherein Act (C) further compri/es: 

(2) combining the Second ratings with the first rating. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein Act (C)(2) comprises: 
(a) calculating an average of the first and second ratings. 

4. The method of claim J, wherein each second rating corresponds to one of 
the rater reputations, and act (C)(2Va) comprises: 

(i) weighting ^ach second rating and the first rating with its 
corresponding rater reputation such that the calculated average is a weighted 
average. / 

5. The methodof claim 1, further comprising an act of: 

(D) receiving an initial ratee reputation signal indicating a ratee 
reputation of the first user prior to the reception of the first rating, 
/ wherein act (C) comprises: 
/ (1) generating a ratee reputation adjustment from the first 
rating and the first rater reputation signal; and 
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adding the ratee reputation adjustment to the initial ratee 



The method of claim 5, further comprising acts of: 



(E) determining a damping factor as a negative function of the initial 

ratee reputation signal, / 
wherein act (C) further comprises: / 

(3) determining a ratee reputation modification to be applied 
to the initial ratee reputation signal based on tne first rating signal, the 
first rater reputation signal and the damping/factor, and 
wherein act (C)(1) comprises generating the ratee reputation adjustment 

from the ratee reputation modification. / 

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising acts of: 

(E) determining an expected rating by dividing a value of the initial 
ratee reputation signal by a maximum ratee reputation value; and 

(F) subtracting the expected/rating from a value of the first rating 
signal to produce a rating difference, / 

wherein, if the rating difference is a positive value, then the ratee 
reputation adjustment is a positive'value, thereby resulting in an increase in the 
ratee reputation of the first entity from the initial ratee reputation, and 

wherein, if the rating conference is a negative value, then the ratee 
reputation adjustment is a negative value, thereby resulting in a decrease in the 
ratee reputation of the first/entity from the initial ratee reputation. 

8. The method of^claim 1, further comprising an act of: 

(D) determining whether to transact with the first entity based on the 
determined ratee reputation of the first entity. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising an act of: 

(D) / determining a price to pay for a good or service offered by the first 
entity bas/d at legist in part on the determined ratee reputation of the first entity. 
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10. The method of claim 1, further comprisingran act of: 

(D) determining a price to pay for insuring a quality of a good or 
service offered by the first entity based at least m part on the determined ratee 
reputation of the first entity. / 

1 i : v A system for determining a ratee reputation of a first entity, the system 
comprising: / 

a ratee reputation generator to receive as input a first rating of the first 
entity by a second entity, to access one or more rater reputations comprising a 
first rater reputation of the second entity as a qualitative rater of other entities, to 
generate a ratee reputation of the first entity by combining the one or more rater 
reputations and the first rating, and to/provide as output the generated ratee 
reputation. / 

X 1S2. A system for determining a ratee reputation of a first entity, the system 
comprising: / 

means for receiving a first rating of the first entity by a second entity; 
means for accessing one or more rater reputations , a first rater reputation 
of the one or more rater reputations being a first rater reputation of the second 
entity as a qualitative rater of other entities; and 

means for generating a ratee reputation of the first entity by combining 
the one or more rater reputations and the first rating. 

1 3x A computer program product comprising: 
a computer readable medium; and 

computer readable signals stored on the computer readable medium that 
define instructions tnat, as a result of being executed by a computer, instruct the 
computer to perform a method of determining a ratee reputation of a first entity, 
the method comprising: 

(A) receiving a first rating of the first entity by a second entity; 
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(B) accessing one or more rajef reputations, a first rater reputation of 
the one or more rater reputations bring a first rater reputation of the second entity 
as a qualitative rater of othejvratities; and 

(C) genemtifig a ratee reputation of the first entity, comprising: 
combining the one or more rater reputations and the first 

rating. 



